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Answer 

Semaphore 

Signals 
Winter Holiday 

There were no mobile phones in the 1930s. 

So how did the Swallows and the Amazons 

talk to each other at a distance? They need 

to do so a lot, especially in Winter Holiday.  

 

In case you haven’t read the book, we won’t 

spoil it by saying who Peggy is signalling to in 

this picture, using a Naval signalling system 

called Semaphore.  

 

To make a Semaphore letter, you hold your 

arms in the positions shown in Dick’s Pocket 

Book. Flags are optional, but useful if you are 

a long way apart. Note that Dick’s list shows 

the signals you SEE, when someone signals to 

you. You have to remember to do the 

opposite when signalling yourself (ie, Peggy is 

making the letter “C” in the drawing). 

     

Can you work out this message? Whoever 

is talking to Peggy may well send something 

like it, if they were signalling today. 

 

Once you’ve learnt the code, you can make 

up as many messages as you want. 
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