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“There’s one thing we must do now,” said 

John. “And that’s make our chart. The 

Amazons will be here tomorrow, and they’ve 

got their own names for everywhere. We must 

make our own chart today. Who’s going to 

help?” 

 

In Swallows and Amazons, the Swallows are 

explorers, discovering a great lake as big as an 

inland sea. Like all explorers, they know how 

important it is to make a map, complete with 

imaginative drawings and their own special names 

for the places they find. 

 

You may not have a lake to explore, but why 

not practice your skills by making a sketch 

map of your bedroom or house? Or, if you 

have one, of your garden, or the view you can 

see from your window? Try different ways to 

represent your furniture and other 

possessions, decorate it with drawings of your 

family and pets, and give everything secret 

names that mean something special to you. 
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