
 

 

 

 

Fishing (1955) 

Background 

This booklet is one of eight guides in the National Book League’s Reader’s Guides (Second 
Series). 

 

Synopsis 

Fishing is a bibliography of some 90 works; Ransome’s personal selection of the best 
angling literature. Ransome’s own Rod and Line (1929) fully deserves inclusion on its own 
merits, not only the fact that it included Aksakov’s work. 

 

First publication 

Published by Cambridge University Press in August, 1955. 

 

Availability 

Out of Print. 

Arthur Ransome Bibliography, 1955 –   

Version 2.0  March, 2018 
Text © Arthur Ransome Trust 
Quotations and pictures© Arthur Ransome Literary Estate, used by permission, all rights reserved. 

Arthur Ransome Bibliography, 1955 –  Page 1  



 

 

Mainly About Fishing (1957) 

Background 

In 1944 Ransome proposed to his fishing friend Charles Renold that they work together on 
a book, on the subject of fishing flies. Jonathan Cape agreed to publish it, under the title A 
Plague of Flies. 

A Plague of Flies was never published. This was largely because of problems with the 
numerous colour plates on which the book depended. But much of the material Ransome 
wrote for it was later incorporated into Mainly About Fishing, as were several later essays. 

This was the last book that Ransome published during his lifetime. 

 

Synopsis 

Mainly About Fishing contains 20 essays, notably Salmon Chew Gum: the Story of the Elver 
Fly, in which Ransome describes his invention of the Elver Fly. 

 

First publication 

Published by Adam & Charles Black in February, 1959. 

 

Availability 

Out of Print. 
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The Autobiography of Arthur Ransome (1976) 

Background 

Jonathan Cape first suggested that Ransome write his autobiography as early as 1939, but 
he was reluctant and didn’t begin to do so until ten years later. He then worked 
intermittently at it until 1961, but never completed it. 

Ransome’s first literary executor, Rupert Hart-Davis edited and tidied up Ransome’s 
completed chapters after his death. 

 

Buried Treasure 

The Autobiography of Arthur Ransome was re-published by ART in 2018. 

 

Synopsis 

The Autobiography recounts Ransome’s life in detail from 1884 to 1932, the time when he 
had just begun to write the Swallows and Amazons novels. Hart-Davis added a short 
Epilogue that summarises the remaining 35 years of Ransome’s life. 

 

First publication 

Published by Jonathan Cape in September, 1976. 

 

Availability 

In print: 

The Autobiography of Arthur Ransome 
Arthur Ransome Trust 
ISBN 978-0995568112 

 

Version 2.0  March, 2018 
Text © Arthur Ransome Trust 
Quotations and pictures© Arthur Ransome Literary Estate, used by permission, all rights reserved. 

Arthur Ransome Bibliography, 1955 –  Page 3  



 

 

The War of the Birds and the Beasts & Other Russian Stories (1984) 

Background 

Ransome always planned to follow Old Peter’s Russian Tales with similar books. He agreed 
a second volume with Macmillan in 1917, but the pressures of his journalistic career meant 
that they only published a single story, The Soldier and Death, in 1920. By 1930 Ransome 
was preparing to try again, this time with his wife Evgenia’s help. But this also too came to 
nothing once he was busy writing sequels to Swallows and Amazons. 

1984 marked the centenary of Ransome’s birth. His publishers and executors were keen to 
mark this anniversary, and they did so with three books: Hugh Brogan’s biography, The Life 
of Arthur Ransome; Christina Hardyment’s study of the places, people and events that 
Ransome incorporated into the Swallows and Amazons novels, Arthur Ransome and 
Captain Flint’s Trunk, and The War of the Birds and the Beasts and Other Russian Stories. 

 

Buried Treasure 

The War of the Birds and the Beasts was re-published by ART as part of Old Peter’s Russian 
Tales & the Battle of the Birds and the Beasts in 2016. 

 

Synopsis 

The War of the Birds and the Beasts contains eleven stories, including The Soldier and 
Death. Some of the other stories had been previously published in magazines, such as 
Country Life, whilst the remainder were being published for the first time. 

 

First publication 

Published by Jonathan Cape in June, 1984. 

 

Availability 

In Print: 

Old Peter’s Russian Tales & the Battle of the Birds and the Beasts 
Arthur Ransome Trust  
ISBN 978-0995568105 

Version 2.0  March, 2018 
Text © Arthur Ransome Trust 
Quotations and pictures© Arthur Ransome Literary Estate, used by permission, all rights reserved. 

Arthur Ransome Bibliography, 1955 –  Page 4  

https://arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk/shop/arthur-ransome-trust-publications/
https://arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk/shop/arthur-ransome-trust-publications/


 

 

Coots in the North and Other Stories (1988) 

Background 

In early 1931 Ransome began to conceive “a lovely book about an old schoolmaster and a 
fisherman and a boy and a river“. He let the idea ferment whilst working hard on the early 
Swallows and Amazons novels, then began to struggle with whether to write it in the first 
of third person. Meanwhile his wife, Evgenia, was concerned that his many young readers 
would be disappointed by a novel set in the Ninteenth Century. 

In the winter of 1942-3 Ransome talked first to Collins, then to Jonathan Cape, and received 
enthusiastic responses from both. These inspired him to write several chapters in the 
Spring of 1943, before abandoning the book for good. 

Ransome then turned to what would have been his twelth Swallows and Amazons novel, 
following the newly-published The Picts and the Martyrs. Ransome had an interesting idea 
– bringing characters from his Lake District and Norfolk Broads novels together – but 
despite this he struggled to create a full story. There were many reasons, including 
Evgenia’s negative reaction to The Picts and the Martyrs and the fact that by 1943 he was 
writing about an increasingly distant, pre-war world. Eventually he gave up on it in favour 
of Great Northern? his last completed novel. 

 

Synopsis 

This volume contains: Ransome’s uncompleted draft chapters for his thirteenth Swallows 
and Amazons novel (which Brogan called Coots in the North); his uncompleted draft 
chapters for The River Comes First , and four short stories. Three of these, Ankou, Two 
Shorts and a Long and The Unofficial Side had previously been published in magazines, the 
fourth, The Shepard’s Pipe was, like Coots in the North and The River Comes First, being 
published for the first time. 

 

First publication 

Published by Jonathan Cape in October, 1988. 

 

Availability 

Out of Print. 
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The Blue Treacle (1993) 

Background 

Ransome wrote The Blue Treacle in the winter of 1913 – 14, alongside Aladdin and his 
Wonderful Lamp. It is an allegorical tale written by Ransome for his daughter Tabitha, who 
appears as the heroine. 

Ransome’s friend, Molly Hamilton, tried unsuccessfully to find a publisher for The Blue 
Treacle in 1926. The Amazon Publications edition contains an afterword by Christina 
Hardyment, examining The Blue Treacle’s place in Ransome’s development as a writer. 

 

First publication 

Published by Amazon Publications in 1993. (With an afterword by Christina Hardyment). 

 

Availability 

Out of Print. 
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Illustrating Arthur Ransome (1994) 

Background 

Amazon Publications is an independent publishing co-operative that aims to publish one 
book per year by or about Arthur Ransome. For copyright reasons its books are only sold to 
members of The Arthur Ransome Society. 

 

Synopsis 

For their 1994 publication, Amazon Publications reprinted all of Ransome’s Swallows and 
Amazons series illustrations in one volume. Illustrating Arthur Ransome also includes 
Stephen Spurrier and Clifford Webb’s artwork for Swallows and Amazons and Swallowdale 
and examples of artwork overseas editions of Arthur Ransome’s books. The editor, Dave 
Sewart, provided a short introductory essay on Ransome’s development as an illustrator. 

 

First publication 

Published by Amazon Publications in 1994. (Edited by Dave Sewart). 

 

Availability 

Out of Print. 
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Arthur Ransome on Fishing (1994) 

Background 

Ransome wrote over 200 articles for the Manchester Guardian’s angling column in the 
1920s. He also wrote a number of other fishing essays and part of a draft of his unfinished 
novel, The River Comes First. 

Jonathan Cape published Ransome’s own choice of 50 of the Guardian articles in Rod and 
Line (1927). In 1994 Cape created a second collection, Arthur Ransome on 
Fishing,  alongside other examples of Arthur Ransome’s fishing writing. The editor, Jeremy 
Swift, also provided a long biographical essay about Ransome’s life. 

The Flyfisher’s Classic Library published limited editions of both Arthur Ransome on Fishing 
and Mainly About Fishing (also with an introduction by Jeremy Swift) in 1994. 

 

Synopsis 

Arthur Ransome on Fishing contains 57 fishing essays, a chapter The World’s Whopper from 
The Big Six, and a previously unpublished fragment from The River Comes First (the bulk of 
which was published in Coots in the North, in 1988). 

 

First publication 

Published by Jonathan Cape in November, 1994. 

 

Availability 

Out of Print. 
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Ransome at Sea (1995) 

Background 

Amazon Publications is an independent publishing co-operative that aims to publish one 
book per year by or about Arthur Ransome. For copyright reasons its books are only sold to 
members of The Arthur Ransome Society. 

 

Synopsis 

For their 1995 publication, Amazon Publications transcribed and printed Arthur Ransome’s 
sailing logs, from the first boat he owned, Slug, in 1920, to the last, Lottie Blossom, in 1954. 
Roger Wardale provided brief introductory notes to the logs for each vessel. 

 

First publication 

Published by Amazon Publications in 1995. 

 

Availability 

Out of Print. 
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The Swallows and the Amazons (1997) 

Background 

Amazon Publications is an independent publishing co-operative that aims to publish one 
book per year by or about Arthur Ransome. For copyright reasons its books are only sold to 
members of The Arthur Ransome Society. 

 

Synopsis 

The Swallows and the Amazons is a transcription of the first draft of Swallows and 
Amazons. 

 

First publication 

Published by Amazon Publications in 1997. 

 

Availability 

Out of Print. 
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Signalling from Mars (1997) 

Background 

Arthur Ransome was a prolific and natural letter writer. Although many of his letters have 
undoubtedly been lost, hundreds survive. Edited by Hugh Brogan, Signalling from Mars 
contains a fascinating selection of his correspondence, written between 1914 and 1964. 

 

First publication 

Published by Jonathan Cape in March, 1997. 

 

Availability 

Out of Print. 
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Aladdin and His Lamp (1997) 

Background 

In 1928 Ransome was persuaded to write a script for a play at Withington Girl’s School, 
where Peggy Scott, the daughter of Ransome’s Manchester Guardian newspaper editor, 
Ted Scott, was a pupil. He turned for inspiration to Aladdin, the story he’d previously visited 
in Aladdin and His Wonderful Lamp (1919). 

 

Synopsis 

Aladdin and His Lamp consists of “five scenes of ten minutes each (or less)“. The publication 
contains the play script and stage diagrams. 

 

First publication 

Published by The Arthur Ransome Society in 1997. 

 

Availability 

Out of Print. 
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Ransome the Artist (1998) 

Background 

Amazon Publications is an independent publishing co-operative that aims to publish one 
book per year by or about Arthur Ransome. For copyright reasons its books are only sold to 
members of The Arthur Ransome Society. 

 

Synopsis 

Ransome the Artist contains examples of Arthur Ransome’s sketches, both those made for 
his published illustrations and others made for pleasure. The editor, Roger Wardale, 
provides an introductory essay and brief explanatory notes. 

 

First publication 

Published by Amazon Publications in 1998, (edited by Roger Wardale). 

 

Availability 

Privately published. 
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Ransome on Blue Water Sailing (1999) 

Background 

Amazon Publications is an independent publishing co-operative/ It aims to publish one 
book per year by or about Arthur Ransome. For copyright reasons its books are only sold to 
members of The Arthur Ransome Society. 

 

Synopsis 

Ransome on Blue Water Sailing reprints the 7 introductions that Ransome wrote for 
volumes in the Mariner’s Library series. It also includes 38 nautical book reviews he 
published between 1926 and 1955. The editor, Christina Hardyment provides a brief 
contextual introduction. 

 

First publication 

Published by Amazon Publications in 1999. 

 

Availability 

Privately published. 
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Racundra’s Third Cruise (2002) 

Background 

Racundra’s First Cruise in 1922 had been a great success,  in both the sailing and literary 
senses. Sailing-wise, Ransome and Evgenia Shelepina followed it with a second cruise in 
1923, which ended with Racundra over-wintering in Reval. The following April Arthur and 
Ivy Ransome’s divorce was completed and, on May 8, he married Evgenia in the British 
Consulate in Reval. 

There were now no barriers to Ransome returning to live in Britain permanently with 
Evgenia. Before they did so, they had their third and final cruise in Racundra, this time up 
the Dvina River in August and September of 1924. 

It seems that Ransome had plans to publish an account of this cruise, because he kept a 
detailed daily summary alongside his deck-log. He subsequently wrote up the first 23 days 
of the trip, but otherwise did not complete his manuscript. Why isn’t clear, but it may 
simply be that Ransome was too busy. After the voyage finished they had to lay Racundra 
up and tidy their other affairs before leaving for England in November. Within weeks 
Ransome was travelling again, this time to Egypt and, as soon as he returned, he and 
Evgenia were busy house-hunting, moving to Low Ludderburn near Windermere in May. By 
August he was starting his weekly Rod and Line column for the Manchester Guardian, in 
addition to book reviews and political articles on Russia and the Middle East. 

 

Synopsis 

Racundra’s Third Cruise contains Ransome’s draft manuscript, transcribed notes and 
supporting material, together with a short introduction by Brian Hammett. 

 

First publication 

Published by Fernhurst Books in 2002. 

 

Availability 

In Print: 

Racundra’s Third Cruise 
Fernhurst 
ISBN 978-1898660897 
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Before a Peak in Darien (2008) 

Background 

Amazon Publications is an independent publishing co-operative that aims to publish one 
book per year by or about Arthur Ransome. For copyright reasons its books are only sold to 
members of The Arthur Ransome Society. 

 

Synopsis 

Before a Peak in Darien reprints sample essays, stories and passages from some of 
Ransome’s earlier books, including: The Souls of the Streets; The Stone Lady; The Book of 
Friendship;  The Imp and the Elf and the Ogre; A History of Story-telling; Edgar Allan Poe; 
The Hoofmarks of the Fawn; Portraits and Speculations and The Elixir of Life. The editor, 
Paul Crisp provides an introduction examining Ransome’s early development as a writer. 

 

First publication 

Published by Amazon Publications in 2008. 

 

Availability 

Privately published. 
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Fair Cops and Glowworms (2011) 

Background 

Amazon Publications is an independent publishing co-operative that aims to publish one 
book per year by or about Arthur Ransome. For copyright reasons its books are only sold to 
members of The Arthur Ransome Society. 

 

Synopsis 

Fair Cops and Glowworms brings together over seventy of Ransome’s fishing essays from 
his Rod and Line fishing column, mostly those not previously published in Rod and Line, or 
Arthur Ransome on Fishing. It also includes a selection of his other fishing writing and an 
introductory essay by Paul Crisp. 

 

First publication 

Published by Amazon Publications in July, 2011. 

 

Availability 

Privately published. 
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Robert Louis Stevenson (2011) 

Background 

Arthur Ransome’s critical study of Robert Louis Stevenson was commissioned in 1910, and 
mostly written in 1913 – 14. The delay was initially because Ransome’s publisher, Martin 
Secker, persuaded him to write about Oscar Wilde instead. Finishing Oscar Wilde didn’t 
help, because Ransome was promptly sued for libel by Lord Alfred Douglas, causing him a 
year of misery waiting for the case to be heard. 

Ransome eventually wrote most of his first draft of Robert Louis Stevenson in St Petersburg 
and Finland. The Oscar Wilde libel case had forced him to sever his links to Martin Secker, 
but Methuen had offered to publish his proposed study instead. But various events 
conspired to prevent him completing and publishing the work. These included the outbreak 
of the First world War, which increasingly focussed Ransome’s time and energy on Russia 
and journalism, and Secker’s decision to commission a rival study of Stevenson, by Frank 
Swinnerton, which he published in October, 1914. 

Ransome brought his uncompleted Stevenson manuscript back to Britain in 1914, then left 
it at his home in Hatch when he left again for Paris on May 4. His wife Ivy subsequently put 
the manuscript in a parcel addressed to her bank. Exactly why she did this is unknown, as is 
the route by which the parcel was subsequently deposited with a London solicitor, Linklater 
and Paines, in 1947, where it remained until re-discovered in 1990. What is known is that 
Ransome never saw the manuscript again. 

Rediscovery and publication 

Following its re-discovery, the manuscript was deposited in the Brotherton Collection, 
University of Leeds Library, where many of Ransome’s papers reside.  

In 2011 the unfinished manuscript was published as Arthur Ransome’s Long-lost Study of 
Robert Louis Stevenson. Edited by Kirsty Nichol-Findlay. 

Although (or perhaps because) it is unfinished, Ransome’s manuscript is a fascinating 
addition to other critical works. At the time he wrote his first fraft, most biographies about 
Stevenson were biographical and adulatory, whereas Ransome intended that his would be 
the first critical study of Stevenson’s strengths and weaknesses as a man and a writer. 

 

First publication 

Published by Boydell & Brewer, 2011. 

 

Version 2.0  March, 2018 
Text © Arthur Ransome Trust 
Quotations and pictures© Arthur Ransome Literary Estate, used by permission, all rights reserved. 

Arthur Ransome Bibliography, 1955 –  Page 18  

https://arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk/arthur-ransome/bibliography/books-by-arthur-ransome/literary-criticism/oscar-wilde/


 

 

Availability 

In Print: 

Arthur Ransome’s Long-lost Study of Robert Louis Stevenson 
Boydell & Brewer 
ISBN 978-1843836728 
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