
 

 

 

 

Childhood and school 

1884 

 Jan 18: Born at 6, Ash Grove, Leeds to Cyril and Edith Ransome. 

(Mar 13: Siege of Khartoum began). 

 Summer: First annual family summer spent at Nibthwaite, Coniston (Cyril taught 
Arthur to row and fish in subsequent years). 

1886 

 Moved to 4, de Grey Rd, Leeds. 

1890 

 Moved to 2, Balmoral Terrace, Leeds. 

1893 

 Began boarding at Old College, Windermere. 

 Summer: Cyril Ransome injured his foot whilst fishing at Nibthwaite. Infections 
led to his leg being amputated and a fatal decline in his health. 

1894 

 Moved to 3, St Chad’s Villas, Leeds. 

1895 

 Feb: The Great Frost. Windermere froze. 

1897 

 May: Ransome meets Ted Scott (later his close friend at the Manchester 
Guardian), whilst sitting and failing the scholarship exams at Rugby. 

 Jun 24: Ransome’s father died. 

 Autumn: Entered Rugby School. 

1901 

(Jan 22: Queen Victoria died) 

 Jan 26: The Passing (“A dreadful piece of earnest doggerel”) published in the 
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Rugby Gazette. On the subject of Victoria’s death, it was Ransome’s first 
appearance in print. 

 Spring: Passed the exams to enter the Yorkshire College (now Leeds University) 
to study Chemistry. 

 

University and Bohemia   

1902 

 Feb: Abandoned Yorkshire College for a position as Office Boy for London 
publisher, Grant Richards. 

 Lodged at 544, Wandsworth Rd, Clapham. 

 Autumn: Left Grant Richards for a post at the Unicorn Press. 

 Autumn: Moved to his mother’s new home at 67, Huron Rd, Balham. 

1903 

 Befriended Edward Thomas and entered London’s Bohemian community, 
meeting WB Yeats and Masefield. 

 Aug: Left the Unicorn Press, to try his luck as a paid writer. 

 Autumn: Left his mother’s home for lodgings in Hollywood Rd, Chelsea. 

1904 

 Spring: Moved to 1 Gunter Grove, Chelsea. 

 Summer: First adult holiday in Coniston. Stays at Bank House (now the Yewdale 
Hotel). Met WG Collingwood and accepted his invitation to stay at Lanehead. 
Introduced to sailing. 

 Aug: The ABC of Physical Culture and The Souls of the Streets, Ransome’s first 
identifiable books published. 

1905 

 Winter: First visit to Paris. 

 Apr: The Stone Lady published. 

 Summer: Stayed at Wall Nook Farn, Cartmel. Met Lascelles Abercrombie. 

 Oct: Moved to Carlyle Studios, King’s Rd, Chelsea. 

1906 

 Nov: The Child’s Book of the Seasons, Pond and Stream and The Things in our 
Garden published. 
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 Dec: Highways and Byways in Fairyland published. 

1907 

 Sep: Bohemia in London published. 

 Autumn: In Paris researching French writers. 

1908 

 Apr: Returned from Paris. 

 Summer: Lodged at Low Yewdale Farm, Coniston. Spent much of the summer 
camping. Proposed (unsuccessfully) to Dora Collingwood. 

 Sep: Moved to Baron’s Court. 

 Autumn: Met Ivy Constance Walker. 

1909 

 Jan: Proposed (successfully) to Ivy Walker. 

 Mar 13: Married in London. Moved to Stoner Hill, Froxfield. 

 Sep: Walked from Petersfield to London (60 miles) in 2 days. 

 Oct/Nov: Moved out of Stoner Hill for London. 

 Nov: A History of Story-telling published 

 Dec 21: Lodged at Semley, Wiltshire. 

1910 

 Mar 19: Moved to 15 Frances Rd, Bournemouth. 

 May 9: Arthur and Ivy’s daughter, Tabitha, born. 

 Jun/Jul: In Edinburgh. 

 Aug: Lodging in Milford, Surrey. Befriended local postman, who reintroduced 
Ransome to fishing (an a sport Ransome had not practised since his father’s 
death). 

 Sep: Stays (without Ivy) at Lanehead. Nearly wrecks Miss Holt’s Swallow in a 
squall near Peel Island. 

 Oct 4: Edgar Allan Poe published. 

 Oct 7: Ransome, Ivy and Tabitha arrive to house sit at Lanehead, whilst the 
Collingwoods are in Paris. 

 Nov 7: Tabitha christened in Coniston Parish Church. 

 Nov 16: The Imp and the Elf and the Ogre published. 
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 Dec 17: Travelled to Paris for Christmas. 

1911 

 Feb: Returned to England, to lodge at 17, Rectory Chambers, Chelsea. 

 Mar: Moved to 120 Cheyne Walk, Chelsea. 

 Apr 6: The Hoofmarks of the Fawn published. 

 May: Moved to Manor Farm, Hatch, Wiltshire. 

1912 

 Feb 14: Oscar Wilde published. 

 Mar 13: Lord Alfred Douglas sued Ransome for libel. 

 

Folktales, war and revolution   

1913 

 Jan14: Portraits and Speculations published. 

 Apr: Lord Alfred Douglas libel trial (re Ransome’s Oscar Wilde). Ransome 
acquitted. 

 May: Left for first visit to Russia, via Copenhagen and Stockholm. Began learning 
Russian and studying Russian folklore. 

 Sep: Returned to England. 

1914 

 May 13: Arrived back in St Petersburg, with a commission to write a travel guide 
to the city. Ransome completed the book in two months. 

(Jul 28: Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia, leading to World War I). 

 Aug 1: Ransome observed the start of mobilisation in St Petersburg. 

 Aug: Returned to Britain, only to be persuaded by the Under-secretary of State 
at the Foreign Office to return to Russia. (Ransome’s medical ailments - severe 
myopia and stomach trouble – ruled out military service). 

 Dec 25: Arrived in Bergen and took the railway to Christiania (Oslo). 

 Dec 30: Reached Petrograd after a journey by rail and sledge through Sweden 
and Finland. 

1915 

 Jan 13: Celebrated the Russian New Year at the Kremlin. 
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 Feb 20: Began working on The Elixir of Life. 

 Aug 7: Ransome had an operation in Petrograd for his stomach ailments – 
memorable because the anaesthetic failed. 

 Aug: On leaving hospital Ransome began covering for the Daily News’s war 
correspondent, who had fallen ill. 

 Sep 16: The Elixir of Life published. 

 Sep 18: Set off for Britain. 

 Oct 27: Set off back to Russia as the Daily News’s official correspondent. 

 Nov 13: Ransome’s first byline report appears in the Daily News. 

1916 

 Jan 22: Submitted a report to the Foreign Office, suggesting the establishment 
of an unofficial news agency, to help explain the Western Allies’ war effort to 
the Russians. The Anglo-Russian Bureau was subsequently established, albeit as 
a more obvious propaganda agency. 

 Mar: Ransome obtained permission to visit the Eastern Front for the first time. 

 Aug: Stows away on a munitions train in order to crosses unofficially into 
Roumania to report. 

 Oct 29: Sets off from Petrograd for London. 

 Nov 7: Ransome advised Foreign Office officials that he believed revolts were 
likely in Russia in 1917, probably in March or October. 

 Nov/Dec: Old Peter’s Russian Tales published. 

 Dec 11: Arrived back in Petrograd. 

(Dec: Rasputin killed) 

 Became a correspondent for The Observer. 

1917 

(Mar: "February" Revolution in Petrograd. Tsar Nicholas II abdicates; Provisional 
Government formed). 

 Ransome observes the Revolution and begins to report on politics in Russia. 

 Mar 14: Ransome present at the Duma when news arrived of the Tsar's arrest. 

 Ransome passes a statement from the arrested War Industry Committee to the 
British Embassy. He found himself unexpectedly invited to attend meetings of 
the "Soviet" of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies - giving him a much better view 
of developments than most other correspondents and ex-patriots. 
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 Apr 16: Ransome observes Lenin's arrival in Russia, at Finlyandsky Station, 
Petrograd. 

 Oct 9: Ransome left for Britain (believing he had time to get back before the 
impending Bolshevik Revolution). 

(Nov: October Revolution. The Bolsheviks overthrow the Provisional Government. Russian 
Civil War starts.) 

 Nov 8: Heard news of the fall of Kerensky's Provisional Government. 

 Met Lord Robert Cecil at the Foreign Office. He gave Ransome his blessing to try 
and return to Russia. 

 Dec 5: Ransome set off, via Aberdeen, carrying the diplomatic bag for 
Stockholm. 

 Dec 25: Arrived in Petrograd. 

 Invited to the Foreign Commissariat, to meet Karl Radek. 

 Began to visit and interview Trotsky. 

 Met Evgenia Shelepina at the Foreign Commissariat, whilst trying to get a 
censorship stamp for a telegram to the Daily News. 

1918 

(Feb 19: Soviet Government offer to renew negotiations with Germany). 

 Feb 24: Observed the critical meeting of the Executive Committee of the Soviet 
that settled on withdrawal from World War I. 

 Feb 26: Spent 20 hours helping a historian, Professor Pokrovsky and Madame 
Radek pack up the Imperial archives. 

 Feb 27: The British Consul, Lockhart, asked Ransome to travel to Vologda with a 
flag, to claim any suitable building he could find for future use as a new 
embassy. Ransome set off with a Pilot Jack borrowed from a merchant ship. 
Having seen Vologda, Ransome didn't bother claiming anything and went on to 
Moscow. 

 Attended the Fifth Congress of the Soviets at the Bolshoi theatre, Moscow. 

(Mar 3: Treaty of Brest-Litovsk signed. Russia exits World War I) 

(German Ambassador assassinated in an attempted counter-revolution against the 
Bolsheviks). 

 Persuaded Radek and Lenin not to force the Allied embassies to Moscow by 
force. Subsequently accompanied Radek to Vologda, to meet the American 
ambassador and Lindley, head of the new British Mission there. 

(Jul 16: Tsar murdered. Allied embassies withdrew to Archangel). 
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(Allied Intervention in Russia begins, with forces from Britain, France, United States, Japan 
and other countries). 

 Lockhart and Ransome agreed to add Evgenia to Ransome's passport (fearing 
for her safety, should the White Russian forces take Moscow). 

 Jul: On Behalf of Russia published. 

 Jul 27: Evgenia able to leave for Stockholm via Berlin, to join the Russian 
Legation. 

 Aug: Radek agreed to help Ransome leave Russia for Stockholm, on condition 
he took Russian despatches to their Legation. 

 Aug 14: Ransome was able to resume reports to the Daily News. 

 Sep 5: Heard news of the supposed "Lockhart Plot" in Moscow. 

 Oct 8: Met Lockhart as the latter passed through Stockholm back to Britain. 

(Nov 11: the Armistice ends fighting in World War I). 

(Sweden broke off diplomatic relations with Russia and prepared to expel the Russian 
Legation). 

 Ransome asked the Foreign Office to decide whether he should return to 
Britain, with Evgenia, or go back into Russia with the Legation. They asked him 
to return to Russia, only for the Bolsheviks to refuse to accept him (suspicions 
having grown that he was a Capitalist spy. 

 The Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) enrolled Ransome (code number S76), 
then arranged to have him discredited at home, via a lecture given by Lockhart, 
and also expelled by the Swedish Government (on the grounds he was a 
Bolshevik agent). 

1919 

 Jan 30: With his credentials sufficiently restored, Ransome left Stockholm with 
the Russian Legation (including Evgenia), ostensibly to research a history of the 
Bolshevik Revolution. The did intend to write such a book, but his aim was also 
to gather information for a report to the Foreign Office. 

 Mar: Invited to observe the founding of the Comintern (organisation intended 
to foster revolution outside Russia). 

 Mar 11: Ransome met an American delegation and succeeded in leaving Russia 
as a member of their party, thus circumventing an attempt to have him arrested 
in Finland. 

 Intercepted at King's Cross and taken to Scotland Yard for interview by its head, 
Sir Basil Thompson about his political views. 

 Reported back to the Foreign Office and MI6. 
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 Jun 12: Six Weeks in Russia published. Read by CP Scott, editor of the 
Manchester Guardian, who subsequently offered Ransome the post of Russian 
correspondent. 

 Sets out with difficulty for Russia, having overcome obstruction from British 
Government officials (who were suspicious of his anti-interventionist views), 
with the help of Lloyd George and Sir Basil Thompson. 

 Reached Reval in Estonia. Saw Mr Piip, the Estonian Foreign Minister, 
requesting help to cross the front lines into Russia. Piip agreed, if Ransome 
would deliver a peace overture to the Bolsheviks. Ransome crossed the lines, 
reached Moscow and delivered the message. 

 Returned through the lines with the Russian Government's answer and Evgenia. 

(Estonia and Russia agree peace, with Estonian independence). 

 Nov 26: Ransome’s first report for the Manchester Guardian. 

 Dec: Aladdin and His Wonderful Lamp published. 

1920 

 Feb: Visits Russia and sees Madame Radek in the Kremlin. 

 Purchased Slug (an open boat) in Reval and begins sailing in the Baltic. 

 Jul: The Soldier and Death published. 

(Most of the Allies withdraw their forces from Russia). 

1921 

 Spring: Replaces Slug with Kittiwake. 

 Feb: The Crisis in Russia published. 

 Aug: Moved to Latvia. 

 Met one of his childhood heroes, the Norwegian explorer, Fridjof Nansen. 

 Visited the Volga regions with an American film-cameraman, to report on the 
famines there. 

 Began to plan his first yacht, Racundra, with the local designer Otto Eggers. 

1922 

(Russian Civil War ends. Soviet Union formed) 

 Aug 19: Starts first cruise in Racundra. 

 Sep 26: Finishes first cruise in Racundra. 
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1923 

 Mar: Visits Britain, seeing the Collingwoods and Ted Scott. 

 Apr: Returned to Riga. 

 Jul: Racundra’s First Cruise published. 

 

Divorce and Marriage 

1924 

(Jan 21: Lenin died). 

 Jan 27: Attends Lenin’s funeral. 

(Feb 2: Britain formally recognises the Soviet Union). 

 Feb 19: Played cricket on the frozen Baltic, after his ship was caught in ice trying 
to sail to Britain. 

 Met lawyers in London regarding his divorce from Ivy. 

 Apr 9: Arthur and Ivy’s divorce finalised. 

 Apr 14: Returned to Riga. 

 May 8: Married Evgenia at the British Consulate, in Reval. 

 Nov 14: Laid up Racundra and left Riga for England. 

 Dec 10: Ransome sets off for Egypt, reporting for the Manchester Guardian. 

1925 

 Feb: Returns from Egypt and begins house-hunting in the Lake District. 

 May 28: Move into Low Ludderburn, Cartmel Fell, the first property Ransome 
bought. 

 Aug 7: Ransome’s first Rod and Line fishing essay published in the Guardian. 

 Dec: Leaves for Russia, reporting for the Manchester Guardian. 

1926 

 Feb: Returns from Russia. 

 Dec: Leaves for China, reporting for the Manchester Guardian. 

1927 

 Apr: Returns from China via the Trans-Siberian Railway. 

 Nov 1: The Chinese Puzzle published. 
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1928 

 Feb: Reporting in Russia. 

 Mar: Returns from Russia. 

 Apr 21: The Altounyan family, Ernest and Dora (nee Collingwood) and their 
children arrive at Bank Ground Farm, Coniston, from Aleppo, Syria for an 
extended sabbatical. 

 May 6: Ernest and Arthur collaborate to purchase two dinghies, Swallow and 
Mavis. 

 

Children’s Literature 

1929 

 Jan: The Altounyans leave for Aleppo. 

 Mar 19: Ransome gives the Manchester Guardian three months notice. 

 Mar 24: Begins writing Swallows & Amazons. 

 Jun 30: Ransome’s close friend, Ted Scott, the Manchester Guardian’s editor, 
persuaded Ransome to continue work, writing the paper’s prestigious Saturday 
essay. 

 Jul 13: Ransome’s first Drawn at a Venture weekly essay published in the 
Guardian. 

 Jul 22: Rod and Line published. 

 Sep 13: Ransome’s last Rod and Line fishing essay published in the Guardian. 

 Nov: Travels to Egypt to report on elections. Meets Malcolm Muggeridge and 
Somerset Maugham. 

1930 

 Feb: Returns from Egypt and completes the revisions for Swallows & Amazons. 

 Jul 21: Swallows and Amazons published. 

1931 

 Nov 2: Swallowdale published. 

1932 

 Jan 2: Ransome’s last Drawn at a Venture weekly essay published in the 
Guardian. 

 Jan: Arthur and Evgenia set off for Aleppo to visit the Altounyans. 
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 Feb 1: Arrive in Aleppo. 

 Apr 13: Leave Aleppo. 

 May 1: Arrive back at Low Ludderburn. 

 Oct 1: WG Collingwood died. 

 Oct 24: Peter Duck published. 

1933 

 Autumn: Ransome suffers acute appendicitis whilst cruising on the Norfolk 
Broads. 

 Autumn: Convalesces with Evgenia in St Mawes, Cornwall. 

 Nov 13: Winter Holiday published. 

1934 

 Spring: Spends 3 weeks cruising on the Broads with Evgenia, researching Coot 
Club. 

 July: Acquires a new dinghy, Coch-y-bonddhu. 

 Nov 26: Coot Club published. 

1935 

 Sold Swallow. 

 Summer: Sold Low Ludderburn and moved to Broke Farm, Levington, Suffolk. 

 Sep 8: Ransome purchases Electron, a 7 Ton Hillyard Cutter, in Poole. He 
renamed her Nancy Blackett and sailed her back to Pin Mill. 

1936 

 Jan: Begins work on We Didn’t Mean to Go to Sea. 

 Jun: Sails Nancy Blackett to Holland, testing We Didn’t Mean to Go to Sea’s plot. 

 Nov 13: Pigeon Post published. 

1937 

 Jun 1: Received the first Carnegie Medal from the Archbishop of York in 
Scarborough, for Pigeon Post. The medal was awarded by the Library 
Association (now CILIP). 

 Nov 12: We Didn’t Mean to Go to Sea published. 

1938 

 Winter: Begins to write The Big Six (shelved in favour of Secret Water). 
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 Spring: Commissions Selina King from the Pin Mill boatbuilder, Harry King. 

 Sold Nancy Blackett. 

1939 

 Apr 3: Moved to Harkstead Hall 

 Aug: Ivy Walker died. 

(Sep 3: Britain declares war on Germany) 

 Autumn: Sailed Selina King to Lowestoft, to be laid up for the duration. 

 Nov 28: Secret Water published. 

1940 

 Jan: Resumed The Big Six. 

(Continuous): Air raids increasingly disturb Ransome’s ability to sleep and thus work. 

 Oct 1: Purchased The Heald, Coniston. 

 Nov 29: The Big Six published. 

1941 

 Dec 5: Missee Lee published. 

1943 

 Jun 28: The Picts and the Martyrs published. 

1944 

 Began work on Great Northern? and The River Comes First. 

1945 

 May: Ransome and Evgenia visit the Outer Hebrides for research. 

(May 8: War in Europe ends). 

 Jun 1: Leave The Heald. 

 Oct 12: Arrive at 12, Weymouth St, London. 

 Dec: Work begins on Ransome’s fourth yacht, Peter Duck, at Harry King’s, Pin 
Mill. 

1946 

 Oct: Ransome sells Peter Duck. 

 Nov: Ransome re-purchases Peter Duck. 
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1947 

 Second research visit to the Outer Hebrides. 

 Aug 25: Great Northern? published. 

 

Retirement 

1948 

 Apr 5: Purchased Lowick Hall. 

 Jun: Moved to Lowick Hall. 

 Jun 28: Received an MA (Hon) at Durham University. 

 Jul: Flew to Stornaway for a fishing holiday. 

 Oct: Peter Duck sold for the second and final time. 

 Began editing, overseeing and writing introductions for Rupert Hart-Davis’s 
Mariner’s Library. 

1950 

 Oct 17: Left Lowick Hall for 40, Hurlingham Court, Fulham. 

1951 

 Hillyards begin building Lottie Blossom, Ransome’s fifth yacht. 

1952 

(Feb 6: George VI died.) 

 (Summer): Sailing on the South Coast. 

 (Summer): Received honourary doctorate from Leeds University. 

 (Autumn): Decided to sell Lottie Blossom (with a condition she be re-named) 
and commission a replacement, also called Lottie Blossom. 

 Dec 30: Announcement of Ransome’s appointment as CBE, in the 1953 New 
Year’s Honours List. 

1953 

 Apr: Took ownership of the second Lottie Blossom. 

(Jun 2: Coronation of Elizabeth II.) 

 Jun 15: Ransome at Spithead, to observe the Coronation Fleet Review from 
Lottie Blossom. 

Version 2.0  March, 2018 
Text © Arthur Ransome Trust 
Quotations and pictures© Arthur Ransome Literary Estate, used by permission, all rights reserved. 

Arthur Ransome’s Timeline Page 13  

https://arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk/arthur-ransome/bibliography/books-by-arthur-ransome/swallows-and-amazons-series/great-northern/


 

 

1954 

 Jul: Sailed Lottie Blossom to Cherbourg. 

 Autumn: Lottie Blossom sold. 

1955 

 Summer: Rented Ealinhearth Cottage in the Rusland Valley. 

 Aug: Fishing published. 

1956 

 Summer: Rented Hilltop Cottage, near Ealinhearth. 

1957 

 Summer: at Hilltop. 

(Oct 4: Sputnik launched.) 

1958 

 Summer: at Hilltop. 

 Dec 1: Ransome slipped and fell leaving his publisher, Jonathan Cape’s office. 
The accident precipitated a sharp decline in his health. 

1959 

 Convalescing fron his accident. 

 Feb 12:Mainly About Fishing published. 

1960 

 Apr: Returned to Hilltop, initially to visit. 

 May 13: Evgenia decided to make the move permanent and promptly signed a 
contract to purchase Hilltop. 

1962 

 Apr 4: Contract agreed for the first visual adaptation of Swallows and Amazons, 
by Windsor Films Ltd for BBC TV. 

 Jul 1: First paperback edition of Swallows and Amazons published. 

1965 

 Oct: Ransome moved to Cheadle Royal Hospital. 

1967 

 Jun 3: Ransome died. Buried at Rusland Church. 
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